Brook Trout Restoration and Expansion in Garth Run, VA in Association with the NFHAP and Virginia’s EBTJV State Conservation Strategy
Project Location: Madison County, Virginia
Congressional District:  7
EBTJV / NFHAP Funding Requested: $15,000
Total Project Cost:  $36,000
Total Federal Matching:

Total Non-Federal Matching: $21,000
Type of Project:  Stream Habitat Improvement/Restoration
APPLICANT

Organization:  Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Project Officer:  Steve Owens
Street:  1320 Belman Road
City, State, Zip:  Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Telephone Number:  540-899-4169
Fax Number:  540-899-4381
EMail Address:  steve.owens@dgif.virginia.gov
Sponsoring Fish and Wildlife Service Fisheries Office

Fish and Wildlife Service Office:  Appalachian Partnership Coordination Office
Project Officer:  Keith McGilvray
Street:  400 East Main Street
City, State, Zip:  White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986
Telephone Number:  304-536-4760
Fax Number:

EMail Address:
Date Submitted:  9/26/2009

I.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION, SCOPE OF WORK, AND PARTNER INFORMATION 
A. Project Description and Scope of Work  (not to exceed 500 words)
Project will restore and/or improve both stream and riparian habitat within a 2,357 foot project area located in the headwaters of Garth Run which was severely impacted by catastrophic flooding that occurred in 1995.  Wild brook trout were extirpated as a result of habitat degradation which led to increased water temperatures and a lack of complex habitat.  Brook trout were re-introduced in 2008 as part of Virginia’s EBTJV conservation strategies as the stream has begun to naturally heal itself.  This project falls within the guidelines of the NFHAP and the EBTJV and would facilitate the protection and expansion of the small population of brook trout currently found at this location and will provide benefits to the permanent re-establishment of 2.3 miles of brook trout habitat.
B. Partner Information (not to exceed 100 words)
	Partner Name
	Contribution

In-Kind
	Contribution

Cash
	Federal or Non- Federal
	Partner

Category
	Role of Partner

	VDGIF
	18,000
	
	Non-Federal
	State Agency
	Project planning and implementation

	VA TU
	
	3,000
	
	Conservation Group
	Administration


C.  Project Timeline 
      This project will take one year to complete.  If funding is obtained for 2010, the stream restoration project should begin late summer and wrap up by September.
II. MAP OF PROJECT AREA (one only) 
GPS Coordinates  N 38° 24’ 55.1”   W78° 23’ 31.3”
III. PHOTOGRAPH(S) OF PROJECT AREA (no more than 2, please provide credits and attach photo release forms) 
IV. PROJECT BUDGET 

A. General Requirements 

B. Budget Table 

	Partner
	Activity
	NFHAP Request
	Non-Fed. Contribution
	Federal Contribution
	Total
	Acres/ miles

Affected

	VDGIF
	
	15,000
	18,000
	
	33,000
	0.45 miles

	VA TU
	
	
	3,000
	
	3,000
	0.45 miles

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


V. EVALUATION QUESTIONS (4 pages maximum) 

A. Conservation of Sustainable Brook Trout Populations: 
· Explain how the project sufficiently protects brook trout habitat.  Does the project include fee simple land purchase or easements?  This project is planned for the Rapidan WMA and is entirely on property owned by VDGIF.  Stream habitat work will improve adult habitat for the fledgling population of brook trout recently re-introduced.
· List the specific regional or range wide EBTJV habitat objectives from addressed by the project and describe how the project will contribute towards them.  This project falls under the Virginia Conservation Strategies listed through the EBTJV.
· List the specific state-level EBTJV habitat objectives addressed by the project and describe how the project will contribute towards them.  The successful re-introduction of brook trout into this stream falls under the EBTJV objectives for expanding existing populations.  In this case the project is re-establishing a lost population.
· List the State Wildlife Action Plan habitat conservation goals that are addressed by the project.  Virginia Conservation Strategies of the EBTJV.
B.    Threatened and Endangered Species and Species of Conservation or Management Concern: 
·    Will the completed project benefit any federally listed threatened or endangered species? No
·   Will the completed project benefit any state listed threatened or endangered species?  No
·    Will the completed project benefit any state or federal species of conservation or management concern?  No
·    Will the project benefit other species of economic importance not included above?  Brook Trout
· How does the project contribute to the conservation of genetically distinct populations or species?  This will help to restore/expand a brook trout population in a stream that historically had brook trout.
C. Project Benefits:
· What is the status of the brook trout population (intact, reduced, extirpated) in the watershed (see www.easternbrooktrout.net)?  Intact
· What is the EBTJV priority ranking for the proposed project watershed (see www.easternbrooktrout.net)?  1.21
· Does the project connect to a watershed that is identified as intact or reduced? Intact
· Will the project provide expansion of existing habitat?  Yes
· Will the project restore tributary stream or mainstem habitats?  Tributary habitats
· What is the probability of long-term success in supporting a sustainable fishable brook trout population in the project area?  Good
D. Endurance of Benefits:
·    What percentage of the watershed above the proposed project is protected in perpetuity? 70%
·    What are the root causes of the watershed degradation and which of these are addressed by the project?  1995 Madison County Floods
·    Are there competitive non-native or invasive fish in the watershed with access (no barrier) to the proposed project?  No non-natives or invasive fishes present.
·    What species of trout or other aquatic species are currently stocked within the proposed project watershed?  Currently no trout or other aquatic species are stocked within the proposed project watershed.
E. Management Assets:

· Describe the plans for monitoring and evaluation.  Fisheries monitoring will occur annually over the next five years to assess the status of the brook trout restoration efforts.
· Describe the plans for public fishing access at the project site.  The project area is already open to public use as it lies on the Rapidan WMA.
· Describe any outreach or educational components of the project.  This project can be used as part of an outdoor classroom to teach the public the importance of habitat and how it impacts aquatic health.
· How will the project improve the recreational fishery?  If the brook trout population continues to grow and expand, we will have created a recreational fishery that hasn’t been available within this watershed for 15 years or so.
· Describe the long-term maintenance plan for the project.  Instream structures will be monitored and repairs can be made by VDGIF staff.
F. Other Special Considerations: 
G. Supporting Documentation and Management Plans:
· Literature Cited  Virginia Conservation Strategies for EBTJV
· References to published interagency fishery or aquatic resource management plans.
· Please attach a letter of support from the state fishery management agency responsible for the project area.  The letter must show state support for the project, identify how the project meets the state’s goals and objectives and address how the recreational value of the population will be affected.  This proposed project is from the state fishery management agency responsible for the project area.
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